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General Information

Conference Hotel: Sheraton Phoenix Airport Hotel, 1600 South 52nd Street, Tempe, AZ. 
Phone: 800-325-3535, 480-967-6600 (local); Fax 480-829-9427; Web: www.sheraton phoe-
nixairport.com. The conference room rate is $135 for a single or double and $10 addi-
tional per person for triple or quadruple (plus tax). To get the special rate, let them know 
you are attending the ACMRS conference.

Registration will be open Thursday, 3:00–6:00 pm; Friday, 8:00 am–5:00 pm; and Satur-
day, 8:00 am–noon in the Sheraton Lobby.

Welcoming Reception will be held in the Prickly Pear Lounge at the Sheraton Phoenix 
Airport Hotel, Thursday 6:00–8:00 pm.

Session Locations: All sessions will be held in the Sheraton Phoenix Airport Hotel con-
ference facilities: Canyon, Valley, Desert, and University rooms.  

Book Exhibit: Publishers and booksellers will display their publications Friday, 8:00 am–
5:30 pm and Saturday, 8:00 am–4:00 pm in the Arizona Room. 

Beverage Service: Refreshments will be provided in the Arizona Room, Friday and Sat-
urday beginning at 8:30 am. The Friday morning service will be cleared at 10:15 am, 
the Saturday morning service at 10:45 am. The afternoon service will be available from 
1:15–3:15 pm Friday and 1:45–3:45 pm Saturday.

Lunch: Attendees are on their own. The hotel’s Fire + Spice Lounge serves lunch.

Banquet will be held on Friday 6:30–8:30 pm in the Desert Room.

Farewell Reception will be held outdoors on the pool patio, Saturday 5:30–7:30 pm.

Acknowledgments

ACMRS would like to thank the ASU College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the School of 
Letters and Sciences at the Polytechnic Campus, the School of Music, the Institute for Hu-
manities Research, the Department of English, the Faculty of Religious Studies in the School 
of Historical, Philosophical, and Religious Studies, Center for the Study of Race and De-
mocracy, The Melikian Center for Russian, Eurasian, and East European Studies, the Center 
for Jewish Studies, and the College of Arts and Letters, the Department of English, and the 
Department of History at Northern Arizona University for their generous financial support 
of this conference.  

Finally, we appreciate the staff at the Sheraton Phoenix Airport Hotel and the many ACMRS 
volunteers whose assistance is invaluable to the success of this conference.
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Thursday, 16 February
Pre-Conference Workshop 

1:30–5:30 pm

◊ The Medieval Manuscript Workshop
University Room

Timothy Graham, Director of the Institute for Medieval Studies and Professor of 
History at the University of New Mexico

Conference Registration 
3:00–6:00 pm, Lobby Area

Welcoming Reception 
6:00–8:00 pm, Prickly Pear

Hors d’oeuvres

Hosted wine and beer

Cash bar for cocktails and soft drinks

The Welcoming Reception is sponsored by the generous support of Arizona State University’s:
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

School of Letters and Sciences at the Polytechnic Campus 
School of Music 

Institute for Humanities Research 
Department of English 

Faculty of Religious Studies in the School of Historical, Philosophical and Religious Studies 
Center for the Study of Race and Democracy 

The Melikian Center for Russian, Eurasian, and East European Studies 
Center for Jewish Studies

and at Northern Arizona University: 
The College of Arts and Letters 

Department of English 
Department of History

Conference Sessions Map

Desert

Valley

Canyon

Arizona Restrooms

Prickly Pear Restaurant

University

Pool / Patio

Fire + Spice
Lounge

Hotel Lobby
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Morning Beverage Service 
8:30–10:15 am, Arizona Room

Session One 
9:00–10:00 am

1a. Perfidious and Phallic Fabliaux
Desert Room

Chair
Albrecht Classen, University of Arizona

In Bed with the Trickster: Sex and Gender Bending in the Old French 
Trubert

Laurence Erussard, Hobart & William Smith Colleges

The Wicked Switch: An Example of Violent/Erotic Displacement in the 
Cent nouvelles nouvelles

David Fein, University of North Carolina at Greensboro

1b. Challenging Conventions in Northern Renaissance Art
Canyon Room

Chair
Corine Schleif, Arizona State University

Lilith or Eve? The “Witches” of Hans Baldung Grien in Perspective
William Bradford Smith, Oglethorpe University

Salvation in Bruegel’s Fall of Icarus
Catherine McFarland, Flagler College

Session One 
9:00–10:00 am

1c. Eros, Friendship, and Milton
Valley Room

Chair
Tom Willard, University of Arizona

Eros and Anteros in Milton’s Divorce Tracts
David Orvis, Appalachian State University

Sameness, Metaphor, and Sexuality
Stephen Guy-Bray, University of British Columbia

Morning Break 
10:00–10:15 am
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Session Two 
10:15–11:45 am

2a. Iberian and Hispanic Religious Eroticism
Canyon Room
Dedicated to †David and Asunción Lavrin, 
ACMRS Friends and Supporters

Chair
Mary Karasch, Oakland University

Lilith and the Dark Mother: Crypto-Judaic Literary Manifestations in 
the Old and New Worlds under the Presence of the Inquisition

Sharonah Fredrick, SUNY at Stony Brook

Heresies of Passion: Sacred Eroticism and Erotic Holiness in the 
Castilian Canción, ca. 1500 

Prisco Hernández, U. S. Army Command and General Staff College

Divine Love and Earthly Love: The Erotic and Anti-Erotic in Spanish and 
Mexican Colonial Culture 

Asunción Lavrin, Arizona State University

2b. The Underworld and the Other Worlds of Chrétien de 
Troyes’s Romances 
University Room

Chair
Markus Cruse, Arizona State University

The Seamy Side of Camelot
Norris Lacy, Pennsylvania State University

The Resurgence of Pallas: A Ring for Clarianz
Paul Rockwell, Amherst College

Women as deus ex machina: Chretien de Troyes’s Anonymous Heroines
Alexandria Krause,  University of British Columbia (Okanagan Campus)

Session Two 
10:15–11:45 am

2c. Erotic Jewelry and Phallic Pilgrimage Pins
Valley Room

Sponsor
NAU College of Arts and Letters

Chair
Cynthia Kosso, Northern Arizona University

Erotic Magic: Engraved Precious Gems and Masculine Anxiety
Liliana Leopardi, Chapman University

Phallus as Fascinating Relic
Michael Tinkler, Hobart and William Smith Colleges

2d. Shakespeare’s Sexual Puns and Plots
Desert Room

Sponsor
ASU Department of English

Chair
Bettie Anne Doebler, Arizona State University

“Her face between her forks”: Shakespeare’s Transgressive Sexual Puns
Catherine Loomis, University of New Orleans

“She prickt thee out”: Playful Eroticism in Shakespeare’s Sonnets
Roy Neil Graves, The University of Tennessee at Martin

Desdemona Did It
Jacqueline Stuhmiller, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee

Lunch 
11:45 am–1:15 pm
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Afternoon Beverage Service 
1:15–3:15 pm, Arizona Room

Plenary Recital 
1:15–1:45 pm

Plenary Recital
Grand Ballroom (Canyon/Valley)

Sponsor
ASU School of Music

Introduction
Catherine Saucier,  Arizona State University

Benjamin Britten’s Seven Sonnets of Michelangelo: A Performance
Ron Brendel, tenor, Lee University
Andrew Campbell, pianist, Arizona State University

Plenary Lecture 
2:00–3:00 pm

Plenary Lecture
Grand Ballroom (Canyon/Valley)

Sponsor
ASU College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Welcome and Introduction
Robert E. Bjork, Director, ACMRS

The Erotic and the Quest for Happiness in the Middle Ages: What 
Everybody Does and Hardly Anyone Truly Achieves

Albrecht Classen, University of Arizona

Afternoon Break 
3:00–3:15 pm

Session Three 
3:15–4:45 pm

3a. Troubadour Sex and Sensuality  
Canyon Room

Chair
Ellen L. Friedrich, Valdosta State University

Erotic Tension in the Tenso d’en Cabrit e d’en Ricau
Evan Bibbee, Minnesota State University, Mankato

The Erotics of Inequality: Courtly Love Literature and Socio-economic 
Disparity in the High Middle Ages

Fidel Fajardo-Acosta, Creighton University

3b. Mystical Love Metaphors and Devotion
Desert Room

Chair
Clare M. Murphy, ACMRS

“Pictures Painted on the Truth”: Aesthetic Sensibility in Anselm’s 
Mariology

Craig Tichelkamp, Harvard University

Love and the Symbolic Image: God, Self, and Fellow
Mahlika Hopwood, Fordham University

Advice to the Lover: The Erotic Subtext in The Cloud of Unknowing
Ronald Stottlemyer, Carroll College
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Session Three 
3:15–4:45 pm

3c. Anglo-Saxon History and Spirituality
Valley Room

Chair
Retha Warnicke, Arizona State University

Scandinavian Gold Bracteates and the Origin of Beowulf
Frank Battaglia, College of Staten Island, CUNY

Killing Ælfheah: Cnut’s Anglo-Danish Kingship and the Changing 
Angelcynn

Jacob Hobson, University of California, Berkeley

Sex and Salvation in The Dream of the Rood: Lines 33b–42a
Denis J. Obermeyer, The Catholic University of America

3d.  Sexual Politics and Erotic Economics in English 
Renaissance Drama 
University Room

Chair
Maria Dobozy, University of Utah

The Erotics of Conquest in Middleton’s Hengist King of Kent
Ronald Cooley, University of Saskatchewan

Illicit Sex, Erotic Appetite, and the City Digested on the Early Modern 
Stage (1604-1614)

Hristomir Stanev, University of Louisville

Sexing the Market: Erotic Trans-Actions in Massinger’s Renegado
Ryan Paul, Allegheny College

Plenary Performance 
5:00–6:00 pm

 Rowley Plowbender: An Erotic Medieval Comedy in 
Performance by Les Enfans Sans Abri
Valley Room

Sponsor
ASU Institute for Humanities Research

Organizer
Sharon King, University of California, Los Angeles

Director, Producer, Translator
Sharon King, University of California, Los Angeles

Actors
Sharon King, University of California, Los Angeles
Ian Moulton, Arizona State University, Polytechnic
Barry Scott Silver
Curt Steindler
William Fullam

Cocktails (cash bar) 
6:00–6:30 pm, Desert Room

Banquet 
6:30–8:30 pm, Desert Room
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Morning Beverage Service 
8:30–10:45 am, Arizona Room

Session Four 
9:00–10:30 am

4a. (Homo-)Eroticizing Grief, Slavery, and Power in Medieval 
Epic and Romance
Canyon Room

Sponsor
ASU Center for the Study of Race and Democracy

Chair
Miriam Y. Miller, University of New Orleans 

Eroticizing Death: Constructing Masculinities through Kings’ Fantasies
Megan Moore, University of Missouri, Columbia

Ethnicity, Slavery, and the Erotic in Two 13th-Century Romances
Robert Sturges, Arizona State University

Kisses and Castration: S/M and the Hierarchy of Power in Sir Gawain and 
the Green Knight

Kara Maloney, Binghamton University

4b. The Sensuality of Sound and Female Embodiment
Desert Room

Chair
Frederick Kiefer, Jr., University of Arizona

The Performance of Chant: From Physical Presence to Cognitive 
Embodiment

Blair Sullivan, UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies

Erotic Play: Women, Music, and Mysticism
Sarah M. Anderson, Princeton University

Session Four 
9:00–10:30 am

4c. Women and Eroticism: From Bodily Appetite to Spiritual 
Nourishment
Valley Room

Organizers
Daniela D’Eugenio,  City University of New York
Erika Mazzer,  City University of New York

Chair
Daniela D’Eugenio, City University of New York

Sexual Freedom in the Seventh Day of the Decameron: Deceiving Wives 
and Fooled Husbands

Daniela D’Eugenio, City University of New York

Sex and the Satyr: Isabella Andreini’s La Mirtilla as Feminist Erotics
Rosalind Kerr, University of Alberta

The Sexual Interpretation of the Sacred: Wit and Metaphors in Richard 
Crashaw’s Poems

Erika Mazzer, City University of New York

Morning Break 
10:30–10:45 am
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Session Five 
10:45 am–12:15 pm

5a. The Erotics of Heresy, Antichrist, and Hell
Canyon Room

Sponsors
NAU Department of History and The ASU Melikian Center for 
Russian, Eurasian, and East European Studies

Chair
Alexei Lalo, The Melikian Center, Arizona State University

The Ritual Orgy in Orthodox Christian Heresiology 
Eugene Clay, Arizona State University

The Erotic Nature of the Antichrist in 12th and 13th-Century Western Europe
Charles Connell, Northern Arizona University 

Sex and Erotica in the Infernal Literature: Medieval Fantasy Answering 
Clerical Frustrations

Juliette Bourdier, University of Colorado, Boulder

5b. Erotic Uses and Sources for Early Modern English 
Instructive, Learned, and Travel Literature
Valley Room 

Chair
James P. Helfers, Grand Canyon University

Sexual Education and Erotica in the Midwifery Manuals of Thomas 
Raynalde and Nicholas Culpeper

Chantelle Thauvette, McMaster University

Authority against Experience in Robert Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy: 
The Use and Abuse of Chaucer on the Subject of Eros

Tony Colaianne, Virginia Tech University

“Especially the Amazons”: English Fantasies of Amazon Alliances in Late 
16th-Century Travel Narratives

Heather Martel, Northern Arizona University

Session Five 
10:45 am–12:15 pm

5c. Transformative Eroticism, Erotic Transformation: 
Sexuality in Late Medieval and Renaissance Romance
University Room

Organizer and Chair
John Henry Adams, Arizona State University

Spenser’s Mayd Martiall: The Faerie Queene as a Moment of Cultural Change
John Henry Adams, Arizona State University

Homo-spiritual Desire: Eroticized Christian Piety in Middle English 
Romance

Ben Ambler, Arizona State University

Always a Lady’s Man: The Erotic Obstacle in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Lakshami Mahajan, Arizona State University

5d. Reappraisals and Dramatizations of Saints’ Lives
Desert Room

Sponsor
ASU Center for Jewish Studies

Chair
Cary J. Nederman, Texas A&M University

Dirty Laundry: Thomas Becket’s Hairshirt and the Making of a Saint
Karen Bollermann, Arizona State University
Cary J. Nederman, Texas A&M University

The Supposed Allegation of Jewish Cannibalism in the Legend of Little 
St. Hugh of Lincoln

Roger Dahood, University of Arizona

The “Morning Song” of N-Town Passion Play I
Victor Scherb, University of Texas at Tyler
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Lunch 
12:15–1:45 pm

ACMRS Advisory Board Meeting 
12:30–1:45 pm, Poolside Patio

Afternoon Beverage Service 
1:45–3:45 pm, Arizona Room

Session Six 
2:00–3:30 pm

6a. The Modern Student and Beowulf
Canyon Room

Organizer and Chair
Janice Hawes, South Carolina State University

Imperial Pedagogy and the Feminine in Clara Thomson’s Adventures 
of Beowulf

Janice Hawes, South Carolina State University

Teaching Beowulf to Non-English Majors
Keri Wolf, Bakersfield College

Lust—in Beowulf? Grendel’s Mother for a Modern Generation
Marijane Osborn, University of California at Davis

6b. Images of Nuptial and Marital Sex in Medieval Theology 
and Mysticism
University Room

Sponsor
The Faculty of Religious Studies in the School of Historical, 
Philosophical, and Religious Studies

Chair
Juliann Vitullo, Arizona State University

Sex with the Holy Family: Gender, Sexuality, and Purity in Medieval 
Drama and Medicine

Sarah Owens, Adams State College

Marital Relations and “Maritalis Affectio”: Dante’s Franciscan Allegory
Sara Diaz, New York University

“Than Longen Folks”: The Erotics of Carnal and Charismatic Desire in 
Margery Kempe

Barbara Ellen Logan, University of Wyoming

ArizonA Center for MedievAl And renAissAnCe studies
For further information and for our complete publications catalog, please visit

www.acmrs.org/catalog

Publishers of critically-
acclaimed books 

and journals:

Medieval and 
Renaissance Texts 

and Studies 
(MRTS)

•
Arizona Studies 

in the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance 

(ASMAR)
•

French of England 
Text Series (FRETS)

•
Renaissance English 
Text Society (RETS)

•
Journal of Early 

Modern Women
•

Studies in Medieval 
and Renaissance 
History (SMRH)

•
Anglo-Saxon 

Manuscripts in 
Microfiche Facsimile

Courtly Seductions, Modern 
Subjections: Troubadour Literature 
and the Medieval Construction of 
the Modern World
Fidel Fajardo-Acosta

A critical analysis of courtly love and 
medieval troubadour literature, this book 
claims they were instrumental in the 
constitution of the modern subject and its 
preparation for life in the highly regulated 
societies of the modern world. 

MRTS 376 • 267 + x pages
978-0-86698-424-9 • $55

The Classical Analogy between 
Speech and Music and Its Transmis-
sion in Carolingian Music Theory
Blair Sullivan

This study demonstrates the transmission 
of the relationship between the theoriza-
tion of speech and that of musical sound 
in the writings of authors such as Boethius, 
Cassiodorus, and Isidore, and its adapta-
tion to the realities of the sung liturgy 
and the questions concerning its notation 
during the Carolingian period.

MRTS 376 • 98 + xiv pages
978-0-86698-448-5 • $47

Two outstanding recent publications...
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Session Six 
2:00–3:30 pm

6c. Chaucerian Eroticism
Valley Room

Sponsor
ASU Department of English

Chair
Chauncey Wood, McMaster University and ACMRS

Glossing and Audio-glossing Love Words and Other Words in the 
Canterbury Tales  

Michael Murphy, Brooklyn College, CUNY

Troilus and Criseyde: From the Erotic to the Moral and Back Again
Kathleen Smith, Columbia University

“Swych feste it joye was to sene”: “Chaucerotics” and the Pornographic 
Possibilities of Troilus and Criseyde

Geoffrey Gust, Temple University

Afternoon Break 
3:30–3:45 pm

Session Seven 
3:45–5:15 pm

7a. Femmes Fatales and Other Erotic Models for Medieval Women
Valley Room

Chair
Dhira Mahoney, Arizona State University

Sleeping Around: Framing the “Femmes Fatales” in the Illustrations and 
Marginalia of the Vulgate Graal and Merlin (Bibliothèque nationale de 
France, fr. 95)

Elizabeth Hunt, University of Wyoming

Morgan’s Body: A Look at Sex and Power in Camelot
Christina Francis, Bloomsburg University

Lovers and Wives in Chaucer’s Legend of Good Women
Lynn Shutters, Colorado State University

7b. Erasing Sexuality and Performing the Sacred in 
“Chivalric” Literature
Canyon Room

Sponsor
NAU Department of English

Chair
Anne Scott, Northern Arizona University

De-eroticizing the Lurid Gaze: The Book of the Knight of the Tower’s Use of 
Exempla in the Manual for His Daughters

Marisa Sikes, University of New Mexico

Subverting Romance Conventions: Strange Manifestations of Love in 
the Concluding Books of Malory

Michael Anderson, Southern Methodist University

Malory, Warhorses, and The Boke of Marchalsi
Cynthia Jeney, Missouri Western State University
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Index of Participants
Session Seven 

3:45–5:15 pm

7c. Spenserian Poetics and the Feminine
University Room

Chair
O. M. Brack, Arizona State University

The Feminine Grotesque in Puritan and Anti-Puritan Satire
Kyle DiRoberto, University of Arizona South

Statius and Demonic Possession in The Faerie Queene
Douglas McFarland, Flagler College

Twin Femininity: Representations of the “Virgine Wife” in 
The Faerie Queene

Jennifer Russum, Arizona State University

Farewell Reception 
5:30–7:30 pm, Poolside Patio

Hors d’oeuvres

Hosted wine and beer

Cash bar for cocktails and soft drinks

The Farewell Reception is sponsored by the generous support of Arizona State University’s 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, School of Letters and Sciences at the Polytechnic 
Campus, School of Music, Institute for Humanities Research, Department of English, 
Faculty of Religious Studies in the School of Historical, Philosophical and Religious Studies, 
Center for the Study of Race and Democracy, The Melikian Center for Russian, Eurasian, 
and East European Studies, Center for Jewish Studies; and at Northern Arizona University, 
The College of Arts and Letters, Department of English, and Department of History.

Thank You for Attending 
The 2012 ACMRS Conference
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